
 RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION
 

Name of road accessing property:

Yes: _________ No: ________

Required Setbacks For The Zone Front: Rear:

155 Broad Street NW Cleveland, TN 37311-5000
Phone: (423) 728-7106 

permits@bradleycountytn.gov - www.bradleycountytn.gov

Permit Fee:

Left Side:

Cash

Right Side: 

CardCheck No.

Detailed Project Description: Project Cost rounded to nearest whole dollar:

City:

License No:

Contact Name:

Street Address:

Owners Phone:

Assigned Address

General Contractor: 

Zoning Classification:

Contacts Cell Number:

Property Owner Name:

Tax Map - Group - Parcel Number

Current Street or Mailing Address:

Classification:

Applicants name, if different from owner or contractor:

Flood Map No. & Zone:

Zip:

City:

City:

Limit:

Email:

Email:

Company Phone Number:

Contact's Cell number:

Lot number and Subdivision:

State:

Name as it appears on State Contractor's License:

Contact Name is different from Owner or Contractor:

Expiration:

Applicant's Phone, if different from owner or contractor:

Fax Number:

State and Zip:

Land Disturbance Permit number If Required : 

Zip:

_________________

Is this property inside the Stormwater Implementation
(MS4) area and thereby requires a Bradley County Land 

Disturbance Permit:

Do Not Fill Out This Section

ALL FIELDS BELOW ARE REQUIRED

Tennessee

BRADLEY COUNTY PLANNING & INSPECTIONS Assigned Permit Number: ________________B-

L-

CONTRACTOR INFORMATION
(If Home Owner, Insert HO, here and move to Description)

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT
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 RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION
 (Continued from Page 1)

AFFIDAVIT AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT OF NON-LICENSED OWNER'S INTENT TO BUILD

Tennessee state law requires residential construction to be done by licensed contractors. You are applying for a permit under an exemption to that
law, which allows you, as the owner of your property, to act as your own contractor, even though you are not licensed. Under this exemption you
are required; (a) to supervise the construction yourself; (b) you may not hire a person or company as your residential builder or specialty contractor
that is unlicensed; (c) it is your responsibility to make sure that the people employed by you have the licenses required by state law and by county
ordinances; (d) You may only build a single family residential structure, nothing commercial; (e) the structure must be for your own use and
occupancy; (f) the home may not be built to sell or rent; (g) your construction must comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, building codes, and
zoning regulations in effect at the time of construction; (h) and furnish all required insurance. If you sell or rent this home that was built for yourself
under the exemption, within two years of the completion date, the law may presume that you originally built it as a contractor, which is a violation
of this exemption, and may take any and all legal actions available. 

I/we, the undersigned, hereby affirm that I/we have not built a home in the preceding two years and are eligible to purchase this permit to      
construct, and will comply with the provisions set forth above and have personally signed this form. This form may be digitally signed.

Number Stories

Unfinshed Basement 
sq. ft.

Total Rooms

Finished 
Basement sq.ft.

Bedrooms

1st Floor sq.
ft.

Full Baths

2nd Floor 
sq. ft.

3rd Floor
sq. ft.

Half Baths

4th Floor 
sq. ft.

Fire Place

Deck Porch   Main Level
Garage sq. sq ft

ft.

Basement
Garage sq. 

ft.

 BEFORE BEGINNING WORK Please contact the Bradley
County Road Department for all drive-way connections 

permits at 423-728-7006

Electricity:

Water: Cleveland Utilities: 

Sanitary Waste Disposal - 

 

Cleveland Utilities:

 Septic System:  Public Sewer Provided by:

 

Volunteer Energy Cooperative:
 

Electric Power Board: 

Detailed Project Description:

Savannah: Ocoee: Charleston: East Side:  Well:

A TDEC permit and approval is required for a septic system or a letter from the sewer provider.

Printed Name of Owner: 

Signature: 

Date:

UTILITY PROVIDERS

Cleveland Utilities Ocoee Utilities Charleston
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LAND DISTURBANCE/ GRADING PERMIT APPLICATION 
Stormwater Department Bradley County, Tennessee 423-728-7102

All work approved under this permit shall be completed in compliance with the provisions of The Stormwater Management
Policy, and any other applicable rules, procedures, policies, or Ordinances. 

Total Area

Area to be Disturbed 

Schedule of Work 

Property Owner Name:

Owner Mailing Address: 

 

Contractor Name: 

Contractor Address: 

Contractor Telephone: 

On Site Contact: 

On Site Telephone: 

Person Responsible for Erosion and Sediment Control 
Name and Phone Number: 

Printed name and Signature of Applicant/ Responsible Party
______________________________________________________ 

 Date: 

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Property Address or Tax
Map/Parcel:

________________________
__ 

(Acres or square feet): 

(Acres or square feet): 

(expected start and completion dates): 

I agree that I will comply with all Ordinances, laws, and County Policies regulating grading, land
disturbance, erosion/sedimentation control, and stormwater management.
I agree to allow access to the property for inspection by Bradley County Inspectors.
All erosion/sedimentation control measures will be installed before land disturbance activities begin and will
be properly maintained throughout the grading/land disturbing activities. I further agree to add or update
any additional erosion/sedimentation control measures when requested by the Bradley County Inspectors.
I agree that I am responsible for any damage to any utilities, public right-of-way and County streets caused
by this work.
I understand that it is my responsibility to contact the Bradley County Road Department regarding drain tile
and driveway requirements or permitting prior to any work commencing.
I understand that it is my responsibility to contact the TN Department of Environment and Conservation for
permitting of 1 acre or more of land disturbance, stream crossings, work near a stream, etc. 423- 634-5745
I understand that it is my responsibility to contact 811 and any utility company prior to work commencing.

Type or print legibly in the highlighted areas below. Print, Sign, and mail or deliver to:
Bradley County Building and Planning 155 Broad Street NW Cleveland, TN 37312

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
ReceivedBy:_________________Date: __________ Approved/Denied By:_________________ Date:__________ 
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Permitting Process - Residential

 
https://tdec.tn.gov/septic-service-request/
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Bradley County Planning & Inspections 
Single FamilyHomePermitting Process

Septic Permit: The State of Tennessee, Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC Ground Water
Protection Department) is the regulatory agency that controls all Septic Systems requirements. There are three
different options that may apply.
The first is public sanitary sewers, an existing system, or a completely new system. 

1.If you have a Public Sanitary Sewer available, you will need to furnish a letter, from the utilities
providing this service, that service is available, and you will be connecting to Sanitary Sewer.

2.If you have an existing septic system on the property that you would like to use, you must apply for an
Inspection Letter for the existing septic system.

3.If there is none of the above available, then an application for a new Septic System is required.

The Inspection Letter or the permit fora new system is required to be made online at the following link: 

Where to Purchase Permits: All permits for Bradley County and the City of Charleston must be purchased
through the Planning & Inspections Office located at 155 Broad Street, NW, Cleveland, Tennessee 37311.
Our office is in the basement of the Courthouse Annex. (West side of Courthouse, you can enter off Broad
Street and come down the elevator to the basement or enter from 1  Street at the burgundy awning.)st st 

Who Can Purchase Permits: An individual may purchase a permit and build one home every two years and
act as their own contractor in the State of Tennessee, only if the individual is taking all financial risk and
overseeing all required aspects of construction. The individual may hire licensed subcontractors to do other
aspects of the construction, such as plumbing, electrical, HVAC, etc. Tennessee State law specifies: “That an
individual may not purchase a permit as a homeowner and then hire an un-licensed builder, foreman, or a
project coordinator to oversee the project, unless that person holds an active contractor’s license”. Using a
licensed contractor to perform the work makes them responsible for the work performed and provides the
homeowner with recourse through the State of Tennessee Licensing Board, should there be a problem. The
licensed contractor must obtain the permit for the homeowner to have legal recourse. 

Permit Application: The application process, having been implemented, to ensure the proper information is 
obtained before a permit is issued. The application is used to determine zoning, county road access, 
addressing, flood plain development, stormwater, and land disturbance. Information obtained is only used to 
generate the building permit. The following information is required and should be obtained before starting this 
application: 

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Map – Group – Parcel number 
Square footage of the home’s conditioned living space 
Square footage of unconditioned space 
Number of stories of the structure 
Number of habitable rooms 
Number of bedrooms, baths, fireplaces, and number of chimney’s 
Contractors’ information 
Plumbing 
HVAC/Mechanical work 
Site Sketch 

(If unsure they may be found in the assessor’s office on the main floor)
(i.e., living room, bedrooms, kitchen, etc.)

(i.e., garage, unfinished basement, or porches/decks)
(basement does not count as a story for this number)

(do not count closets, pantries, or non-habitable rooms)
(gas or wood) (Masonry orMetal)

(Use “Property Owner” if acting as the Contractor)
(numberofindividualfixtures, estimatedcost)

(estimated cost)
(It’sbestto usea copyof theproperty’s plat,anditwill needto includelot dimensions,approximatelocationofstructure

that’stobebuilt,drives/paved areas, decks, pools,drains, swales,and/or anyother structures onproperty)

Exception: if you are serviced by Cleveland Utilities for your electricity, water, or sewer, you will purchase the required electrical or plumbing 
permits from the City of Cleveland, Development and Engineering Services, 185 2nd Street NE, Cleveland, TN 37311, and their permitting office
may be reached at (423) 479-1913. 

https://tdec.tn.gov/septic-service-request/
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Bradley County Planning & Inspections 
Single FamilyHomePermitting Process

Septic Permit: (continued)
The TDEC official will then visit the property, and whichever is applicable, issue an Inspection Letter or an
installation diagram of where the septic tank and field lines will need to be located for a new system. Once the
documents have been returned to you, you will need to send a copy to this office, it is required that we have a
copy on hand before we can issue the building permit. 

Building Permit: The fee for the permit is based on the valuation of the structure. Value as defined by the
Resolution 22-47 Bradley County’s Adopted Building Codes is the cost to replace the building in kind. If replacing
an existing building the existing address may or may not be used, if not the new address will be issued at this
time. The permit application once it’s approved, septic and other required paperwork received, and fees paid, the
Building Permit may be issued. 

Land Disturbance Permit: The fee for this permit is $100.00 for the first acre and $50.00 for each additional 
acre. If any earth is to be disturbed on the site, a Land Disturbance Permit is required in accordance with the 
Bradley County’s Stormwater Policy. If one acre or more is to be disturbed a permit may be required from 
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, (TDEC different department from the septic.) in
 addition to any  permits for land disturbance required by Bradley County. The landowner or contractor is
responsible for ensuring no dirt, silt, debris, etc. leaves the site and enters onto any adjoining property, street, 
roadway, or waterway. 

Plumbing Permit: The homeowner may obtain a homeowner’s plumbing permit if the homeowner is physically 
doing the work and has not purchased a permit in the last two (2) years. If using a licensed plumber, the 
licensed individual or company should obtain the permit. The permit fee is based on the number of fixtures in 
the house and is different for each job. (Exception: If it is served by Cleveland Utilities Water) 
Mechanical / HVAC Permit: The homeowner may obtain a homeowner’s Mechanical permit if the 
homeowner is physically doing the work and has not purchased a permit in the last two (2) years. If using an 
individual or company installer, they should obtain the permit. The permit fee is based on the value of the 
installation and is different for each job. 
Fuel Gas: The fuel gas contractor shall obtain the permit from this office. EXCEPTION: If the Fuel Gas system
is installed as part of the mechanical installation and done by the same company, then it is included with
the mechanical permit and a fuel gas permit is not required. The permit fee is based on the number of
appliances attached and may be different for each job. 
Electrical Permit: If your power supplier is Cleveland Utilities, these will need to be purchased at the City of
Cleveland. If your power supplier is NOT Cleveland Utilities, then you purchase an electrical permit through the
State of Tennessee at www.core.tn.gov or call 615-741-7170. 

RE-INSPECTION FEE: A re-inspection fee of $25.00 may be assessed, per visit, for a code violation; this will 
be determined at the discretion of the Building Official. 

PENALTIES: Where work for which a permit is required has been started prior to obtaining a permit, the permit 
fees shall be doubled, but the payment of such double fee shall not relieve any persons from fully complying 
with the requirements of the code in the execution of the work nor from any other penalties prescribed herein. 
In some cases, no permit will be issued for any work deemed to have been done to the extent that an 
inspection cannot be completed due to the work being covered by the finishes of the building. 

TDEC in Chattanooga 423-634-5745, or
All questions about septic systems should contact 

423-483-9589, tim.cooper@tn.gov.TDEC Soil Scientist Tim Cooper

http://www.core.tn.gov/
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ADDITIONAL INSPECTIONS MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE BUILDING OFFICIAL
THIS LIST IS NOT TO BE CONSIDERED AS INCLUSIVE 

 Revised January 9, 2026 

BRADLEY COUNTY BUILDING INSPECTIONS 
REQUIREMENTS FOR INSPECTIONS 

 (423) 728-7106  24 CALL A MINIMUM OF HOURS IN ADVANCE OF NEEDING ANY OF THE REQUIRED INSPECTIONS 
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Final Inspection – 

Footing Inspection – 

Framing Inspection –
Insulation

Insulation/Energy Inspection – 

 
Address posted as required

Foundation Inspection – 

Inspection to be made when ready to place concrete
 

Inspection to be made when ready for sheetrock

Inspection to be made when ready for the installation of wood
 

Inspection is to be made when construction is completed, and structure is ready to inhabit
 

Inspection to be made when the following have been completed but before the installation of

Portabletoiletfacilities must be onsite
Rock drive installed as per land disturbance ordinance
Foundation grounding system installed
Bottom of excavated footing trench has been dug no less than twelve (12) inches below grade
Reinforcing steelshall beinstalled as required by plans and code

Electrical Rough-in Inspection has been approved
Plumbing Rough-in (Water test must be in place) (If the City of Cleveland has authority over plumbing and their
inspection is required to be approved before our rough-in inspection can be made)
Mechanical/HVAC Rough-in (Any duct or wiring that will be covered with insulation or walls must be installed)
Fuel Gas Rough-in (Pressure test must be in place with gauge located at entrance to the structure with the date
and applied pressure listed on a tag or by other means)

Foundation walls plumb and true with theproper lintelsinstalledas needed
Proper installation of foundation vents when required
Foundation anchor bolts or straps embedded a minimum of seven (7) inch into concrete or grout and be installed
no more than six (6) feet apart and a minimum of ½ inch in diameter or as designed by engineer

Wallinsulationand attic baffles installed as required
Measuring devices for Loose-fill attic insulation shall be installed during this inspection and as required
Ceiling insulation must be installed where it will be inaccessible after sheetrock installed
All electrical boxes or other openings in the exterior walls must be sealed with foam or other approved means
All penetrations through top and bottom plates must be sealed with foam or other approved means (This includes
between floors and other penetrations in floors or ceilings)

Final Electrical (Inspection is required to be approved before ourfinal inspection)
Final Plumbing (If the City of Cleveland has authority over plumbing and their inspection is required to be
approved before our final inspection)
Final Mechanical/HVAC (All condensate lines installed and terminated as required)
Final Fuel Gas (If no fuel gas supply is installed the termination of the piping must be capped by approved means)
Final Grade-work (Land disturbance must be approved if applicable)
Guttering and downspouts installed (Splash blocks installed or piped off to daylight away from house)
House numbers are to be installed on the house as required
Other items may or may not be listed here depending on the situation
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Section R319 of the 2018 – International Residential Code (IRC) and
Section 502 of the 2018 International Building Code (IBC)  

 Revised - January 9, 2026 

Bradley County Planning & Inspections
Building Department 

Attention: Developers, Contractors, Project Foremen, and Homeowners 

Construction sites, buildings, and individual units of a multi-tenant building shall be provided with
 approved address identification. The address identification shall be legible and placed in a position that 
is visible from the street or road fronting or accessing the property and be discernible from any direction of
travel. Address identification characters shall contrast with their background and be legible. Address
characters shall be Arabic numbers and shall not be spelled out. Each character shall be not less than 4
inches (102 mm) in height with a stroke width of not less than 0.5 inches ( 12.7 mm). Where required by the
fire code official, address identification shall be provided in additional approved locations to facilitate
emergency response. Where access is by means of a private road and the building address cannot be viewed
from the public way, a monument, pole, or other signage or means shall be used to identify the structure
and/or the entrance access. If more than one structure is located on a private road or trail, address markers
with arrows of equal dimensions as above shall be provided at each turn or fork of the access road to
permanently identify the direction of travel to a structures’ location. Address identification shall be
maintained from the start of construction and be made permanent upon completion. All completed
structures are to have the address posted as listed above whether they receive U.S.P.S. mail or not. The
U.S.P.S. mailbox shall not fulfil these requirements.

Examples of Temporary and Permanent Address Signs. 

A simple sign is all that’s required during construction and most supply houses will make something similar
for you if you ask, it doesn’t have to be elaborate or fancy, and it’s there to provide information to everyone
involved in locating the property such as, utilities, building materials, Porta-potty’s, inspector’s, etc. 

2213 Lot# 12 

Company Sign 

123-555-1231 

You can even add a panel on top
of your company’s sign with the
info on it. Lot # is optional. 



THE 811 PROCESS

WAIT
 

RESPEC T

KNOW BEFORE YOU DIG

Notify your local one-call center 
by calling  811 or making an 
Online request 2-3 days before 
work begins. Go here https://
call811.com/map-page/
tennessee for information 
about your local one-call center 
and Online service availability. 
The one-call center will 
transmit information to 
affected utility operators. 

3
Confirm that all affected utility
operators have responded to
your request by comparing the
marks to the list of utilities the
one-call center notified. State
laws vary on the process for
confirmation; please check with
your local one-call center for
more informa- tion. If you see
clear evidence of a utility, such
as an above ground marker,
manhole cover or utility box, but
no marks, please call 811 so that
utility can be notified. 

State laws generally prohibit the use 
of mechanized equipment within 
18-24 inches of a marked utility, 
which is called the “tolerance zone”. 
If you must dig near the marks, 
hand dig or use vacuum excavation
to expose the facility. After exposing
the facility, avoid using mechanized 
equipment within the same 
tolerance zone. 

Wait 2-3days (varies by
state; please go here 
https://call811.com/
map-page/tennessee for 
state law information) for 
affected utility operators to 
respond to your request. 
On average, between 7-8 
utility operators are notified 
for each request. 

 Respect the marks. The marks 
provided by the affected utility
operators are your guide for the
duration of your project. If you
are unable to maintain the
marks during your project, or
the project will continue past
your request’s expiration date
(varies by state), please call 811
to ask for a re-mark. 

1
2

5
4

NOTIFY

CONFIRM

DIG
CAREFULLY

2-3

For projects that include new construction site prep, utility installation and repair, adding a fence, installing a
mailbox post, gardening, planting trees, landscaping, and any other excavation work. 

https://call811.com/map-page/tennessee
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