
Maintenance Agreement Instructions:
This document is required for sites designed with Stormwater Control Measures such as:

Detention Pond, Retention Pond, permeable pavement, bioretention, green roof, constructed 

wetlands, or underground filter.

 Complete the document as follows:

1. List the Property ID (Tax, Map, Parcel ID) on page 1.

2. Have the document Notarized.

3. Record the document at the Register of Deeds Office

- located in the Bradley County Courthouse across the hall from the licensing office

155 N Ocoee St # 102, Cleveland, TN 37311

They will stamp/sticker the document and record it for you.

4. Bring the recorded document to our office for recording in the Stormwater SCM File.



Bradley County Perpetual Stormwater Facility 
Maintenance Agreement 

 
 
Location: ____________________________ (Tax map & Parcel ID) 
 
This plat contains stormwater storage facilities known as or shown as detention/ retention ponds or 

stormwater storage facilities on the plat. With regard to future maintenance, it is expressly understood 

and agreed by the developer and by the owner of any specific lot and/or tract within the platted 

subdivision that the developer and/or owner of lots or tracts shall be responsible for the maintenance of 

all storm water storage facilities including but not limited to detention and/or retention ponds as shown 

on this plat. Specifically, the developer or owner of real property that is served by an onsite or off-site 

storm water management facility including stormwater storage facilities shall be responsible for 

maintenance, repair and operation, during site development.  

The developers' responsibility will terminate after a two-year period from the issuance of a land 

disturbance permit upon satisfying two conditions: 1) Successful completion of post construction in 

accordance with Section 4 of the Bradley County Stormwater Policy and 2) Stormwater Regulations 

specifically Sections 5 and 6 of the Bradley County Stormwater Policy, the sell or transfer of ownership 

of 51 % of all those lots, tracts and/ or parcels in the platted subdivision. All individual lot, parcel, tract 

owners in the platted subdivision shall have an easement interest in the stormwater storage facilities for 

water runoff from all lots in the subdivision. The private stormwater facilities shall include but are not 

limited to stormwater storage facilities, detention and retention ponds, structural and non-structural 

stormwater facilities and open channel conveyances not located within the public right of ways.  

The future maintenance, repair and operation of the private stormwater facilities shall be the 

responsibility of all subdivision lot owners of record of those lots shown on the recorded plat. In the 

event a subdivision is developed in phases, then all subsequently developed lots in the subdivision, 

including all future phases of the subdivision, shall share the same easement as those lot owners shown 

in the initial plat and/or plats. It being the intent that all lot owners in any particular subdivision, 

whether in the initial or any later phase, shall share equally in the easement rights in and to the 

stormwater storage facilities as well as share equally in the future maintenance and upkeep of the 

stormwater storage facilities. There shall be and is a stormwater storage basin easement as to any plat 

containing a stormwater detention basin. This stormwater detention basin easement shall be a 20-foot-

wide access easement. This easement shall be for the purpose of allowing county engineering 

personnel, stormwater inspectors, grading equipment operators, storm water monitoring personnel 

and/or other necessary personnel to investigate, inspect, repair and/or maintain the detention basin or 

stormwater quality structure as needed to determine proper functioning, need for maintenance, 

maintenance and/ or other necessary repairs and/or situations that may occur in times of emergency or 

urgent conditions. The twenty (20) feet access easement is as shown on this recorded plat and shall be 

used as a means of ingress and egress to and from stormwater detention basins and must abut on a 

public right of way for at least twenty (20) feet road frontage and must be easily traversable by potential 

grading equipment as well as those individuals noted above. The twenty (20) foot stormwater detention 

basin access easement area shall not contain any buildings or structures, large trees or heavy shrubbery, 



utility poles, manholes, overhead utility lines without adequate clearance, deep ditches or channels 

and/ or any other structures or items causing the stormwater detention basin to be inaccessible.  

However, the property owner is permitted to plant small shrubs of little or no value that can be easily 

removed or cleared. Small fences may also be placed in this area that can be easily removed. Any 

fencing should contain a gate through the fence (said gate shall be placed there by the lot owner at the 

expense of the lot owner). Any structure located upon the stormwater detention basin access easement 

area must be portable and quickly and easily removable. Bradley County shall not be and is not 

responsible for any damage to any structure, fence, utilities or vegetation located within this 

stormwater detention basin access easement area. Bradley County and/or its designated agents and/ or 

officials shall have access over and across this stormwater detention basin easement area as they deem 

the same necessary to inspect and/or maintain the storm water detention facility. Bradley County shall 

not be responsible for the repair or replacement of structures, fences, utilities and/ or vegetation 

located upon the stormwater detention basin access easement area. This stormwater detention basin 

easement area is normally intended for heavy equipment access rather than ordinary passenger vehicle 

access.  

Ownership of each private stormwater facility shall be equally appropriated to each parcel over which 

the stormwater storage facility lies. However, maintenance of these private stormwater facilities serving 

multiple parcels shall be the cumulative responsibility of every lot and/or tract owner of record of any 

plotted lot or tract in the subdivision who shall all have easement rights for water runoff from their 

individual lots and/ or tracts flow in and to any stormwater storage facility and/ or detention or 

retention pond as shown on the recorded plat in the subdivision. Each lot owner in the subdivision shall 

share equally in the cost of all maintenance, upkeep and/or repair of stormwater storage facility and/or 

detention/retention pond. However, in the event damage to the stormwater storage facility and/or 

detention/retention pond is caused by the sole negligence of any one individual lot and/ or tract owner, 

then the individually negligent lot or tract owner shall be solely responsible for the repair of the damage 

caused by his or her negligence and/or the acts of his or her agents. In the event storm water facilities 

are not properly maintained as set out herein in Bradley County, it shall require the subdivision/parcel 

owners of record served to perform the maintenance and the repair at the expense of the parcel owners 

served by said facilities and pursuant to the terms of Section 4(g)(2)(a).  

The County may file suit against the lot and/or tract owners seeking relief from a court of proper 

jurisdiction to require said lot and/or tract owners to pay for said maintenance and upkeep of these 

storm water storage facilities as set out herein and/ or as set out in the ordinance. In the event it shall 

be necessary to file suit then the party or parties found to be in violation of the ordinance and/ or in 

violation of this maintenance agreement shall be responsible to pay the court costs paid and any 

attorney fees incurred by Bradley County in having the ordinance and/or this maintenance agreement 

enforced.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

________________________________ ___________________________ 

Owner      Date 

 

State of ________________________________ County of ________________________ 

 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned Notary Public of the state and county mentioned, 

____________________________________, with whom I am personally acquainted (or proved to me 

on the basis of satisfactory evidence), and executed this Agreement (Perpetual Stormwater Facility 

Maintenance Agreement) for the purposes contained herein. 

Witness my hand and official seal at office, this ____ day of _________, of the year_________. Notary 

Public ____________________________________________________ 

My Commission Expires ____________________________________ 

 

 

Prepared By: 

 

Bradley County Stormwater Coordinator, 

Sarah Jenson 

155 Broad St. NW 

Cleveland, TN 37311 

 



 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention  

 
The City of Cleveland has two drainage systems— 
the sanitary sewers and the storm drains. The storm 
drain system was designed to prevent flooding by 
carrying excess rainwater away from streets, homes 
and businesses. However, as development occurs, 
the amount of impervious surface such as parking 
lots, roof tops and roads increase. Impervious sur- 
faces prevent stormwater from filtering into the 
ground. Instead, they increase the amount of water 
leaving an area. This often leads to increased 
flooding downstream. 

 
Another problem caused by impervious surfaces is 
that any pollutant that is placed on these surfaces 
stays there until it is “washed” into our streams and 
eventually the Tennessee River during the next 
rainstorm. The pollutants include; oil, other auto- 
mobile fluids, paint and construction debris, yard and 
pet wastes, pesticides and litter. The mixing of 
rainwater and these pollutants causes stormwater 
pollution. 

 
To help reduce stormwater pollution, the City of 
Cleveland and Bradley County require that there is no 
significant increase in the amount and velocity of 
stormwater leaving the development after the 
development work is complete as there was before the 
development. 

 
The most common approach to meeting these 
requirements is the installation of a detention pond. 

 
Detention ponds can be designed and constructed to 
be aesthetically pleasing. They can also be vegetated 
and irregularly shaped with landscaping around the 
edges. 

 
This pamphlet provides general information for how 
you can properly maintain your detention pond. 
These Best Management Practices (BMPs) will help 
reduce downstream flooding and will ensure cleaner 
streams and rivers. 

 
Hazardous Spill Response 

City of Cleveland Fire 
Department  

911 or (423) 476-6713 
Or 

Bradley County Emergency 
Management Agency (EMA) 

911 or (423) 728-7289 
 

To Report Water Pollution  
City of Cleveland  

Stormwater Division 
www.clevelandtn.gov/stormwater 

 (423) 479-1913 
OR 

Bradley County Stormwater  
www.bradleycountytn.gov 

(423)728-7102 

To Report Illegal Dumping 
City of Cleveland  
Code Enforcement 

 (423) 284-4402 

To Report a Drainage Problem 
City of Cleveland 

Engineering Division 
 (423) 479-1913 

 

For more information or assistance, call or write: 
City of Cleveland 

Stormwater Division 

(423)-479-1913 
http://www.clevelandtn.gov/stormwater 

 
OR Bradley County Stormwater 

(423)-728-7102 

stormwater@bradleycountytn.gov 

 
City of Cleveland 

Stormwater Division 

& Bradley County 

Stormwater Division 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Detention Pond 

Maintenance 

 
 

Businesses, Neighborhood 

Associations, and Private 

Homeowners with Detention 

Ponds 



Detention Pond Maintenance 

 
1. Pollution Prevention Plans 

Often the easiest way to maintain a detention pond 
is to develop and implement a pollution prevention 
plan at your establishment or neighborhood. A 
pollution prevention plan drastically reduces the 
amount of pollution entering your detention pond; 
thus, reducing the amount of time and money 
necessary to maintain the pond. 

 
Important aspects of a pollution prevention plan: 

 Dry sweep parking lots and driveways on a 
regular basis. This prevents solids from 
entering the pond and can reduce the need for 
future pond maintenance. 

 Keep cat litter, sawdust or cornmeal handy to 
absorb small spills. Properly dispose of the 
collected material. 

 Materials that could pollute stormwater should 
be stored inside a protected, roofed building. 

 Educate employees or association members to be 
aware of potential stormwater pollution and how 
to report potential problems. 

 
2. Maintaining the Pond 

 
Conduct routine inspections. 
Remove any trash that may have accumulated. 
Make sure that the pond’s banks and bottom 
are stable. There should be no active erosion 
in the pond. 

 Remove excess sediment, trash or other debris 
that may be blocking discharge pipes or the 
emergency spillway. 

 Remove and properly dispose of any pollutants 
such as oil that may have been trapped in the 
pond. 

 Excessive vegetation such as willows or other 
large trees and shrubs should be removed unless 
they serve some part of your treatment plan. 

 Minimum maintenance requirements include 
outlet cleaning, mowing, litter control, removal 
of sediment from pond and outlet structures and 
repair of structures. 

 

 
 

3. Additional Detention Pond 

Hints 

 

 Detention ponds can be designed and 
constructed to be aesthetically 
pleasing. Ponds can be vegetated and 
irregularly shaped with landscaping 
around the edges. 

 All ponds can be made to be both 
functional and attractive. Many 
colorful and unusual aquatic plants can 
be used along the edges of a wet or 
partially wet ponds. City ordinance al- 
lows a constructed wetland to be used 
to improve water quality in lieu of a 
pond. 

 
 

 Do not use pesticides, herbicides or fertilizers 
in your pond. These products will leach from 
the pond and pollute our streams and rivers. 

 If you must use fertilizers, only use low- 
phosphorus, slow-release varieties. Keep 
fertilizers on the lawn and not on paved or 
other impervious surfaces. 

 Make sure your pond is draining properly. 
Detention ponds are designed to release 
stormwater slowly, not hold the water 
permanently. Improperly maintained ponds 
can harbor breeding areas for mosquitoes and 
reduce the storage volume of the pond. 

 Do not place yard waste such as leaves, grass 
clippings or brush in ponds or in the storm 
drains located in the streets. These materials 
release excess nutrients as they decompose. 

 Pick up and dispose of pet waste with your 
weekly garbage. 

 
4. Additional Information 

 
A permanent maintenance agreement for 

stormwater detention/retention facilities may 

be required, including those components re- 

quired for water quality control. Maintenance 
will be the responsibility of the property owner on 
which the facility is located or a homeowner’s 
association and will be recorded as such on the plat 
with the appropriate notation on the particular lot 
unless that responsibility has been legally 
transferred to another person or entity by a 
properly recorded legal agreement. 

 

 
 

The registered professional engineer who 

designs the facility may develop minimum 

maintenance requirements of the water 

quality for such facility to ensure that the 

facility is kept functional. The maintenance 
agreement may specify minimum 
maintenance requirements and intervals to be 
performed by the property owner. Minimum 
maintenance requirements should include 
outlet cleaning, mowing, litter control, 
removal of sediment from pond and outlet 
structures and repair of structures. 

 
The maintenance agreement should also 

grant permission to the City of Cleveland 

or Bradley County to enter the subject 

property and to inspect the stormwater 

detention/retention facilities as deemed 

necessary. If the facility is not being 
maintained, the Stormwater Coordinator or 
his designee will notify the property owner to 
repair/maintain the facility within a 
reasonable period of time. If the property 
owner fails to repair/maintain the facility 
within the allotted time, the Stormwater 
Coordinator can authorize the required 
maintenance to be performed by or paid by the 
City of Cleveland or Bradley County and bill 
the cost to the property owner. 

 
For more information, call the City of 
Cleveland Stormwater Division at 
( 4 2 3 )  4 79 -19 1 3  or visit the Stormwater 
Division section of the City of Cleveland 
official website: 
http://www.clevelandtn.gov/stormwater 
 
OR 
Bradley County Stormwater Division 
(423) 728-7102 
or visit the Stormwater Division section of 
the official Bradley County website: 
www.bradleycountytn.gov 
 
 

Special thanks to the City of Bartlett Stormwater 
Management Division for the information 

included in this brochure. 



REGULATIONS 
Cities, towns and counties across the State of Tennessee have 
regulations that state that stormwater controls (such as detention 
ponds) must be maintained.  The regulations are in place to 
protect downstream areas from flooding and to prevent water 
pollution. 

MAINTENANCE 
Proper maintenance is an important requirement to minimize 
stormwater pollution and the chance of flooding. Records must 
also be maintained and provided as part of the maintenance 
agreement requirements.

RESPONSIBILITY
Properties within the homeowner’s association (HOA) share 
responsibility for the maintenance of the existing stormwater 
control measures. Check the property deed’s covenants and 
restrictions.

This guide will 
help you identify if you have 

a stormwater feature within the 
neighborhood and if so, how to maintain it.

What do you need to know about neighborhood 
stormwater control measures?

Many neighborhoods with an HOA 
normally have stormwater controls to reduce 

flooding, such as a detention pond. 
These stormwater features are normally

owned by the association 
and need to be maintained 

by the HOA.



• Gather Property/ Parcel Details
• Property Owner Name
• Property/ Parcel Address
• Map/ Parcel Number
• Property Area (given in acres)
• Deed for Covenants & Restrictions

Here are some helpful resources to find 
property information on-line:

• State of Tennessee Property Viewer
https://tnmap.tn.gov/assessment/

• Many local jurisdictions have their own
Property/Tax Assessor’s websites and GIS map
websites that may be helpful.

• In many cases, you will need to access
the local government website.

• Often for new development or for actual stormwater
structures, the address is not known, so the best way to
find the address/ owner is to search for a nearby address,
then use the map feature to find the location.

Contact the city, town or county 
Government where the property is 
located: 

Many local governments are 
designated as having a 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) program (stormwater department).  
The MS4 program is the foundation of the 
stormwater regulations in your community. 

Be sure to specifically request information from 
the stormwater department. Often, they are 
in the engineering, planning or water utility 
departments.

Here are search hints to find the MS4 online:
• “City of ________ TN MS4 or stormwater Program” or
• “__________ County TN MS4 Program”

It may be helpful to document the 
following for reference:
• Government Jurisdiction
• Person Contacted
• Date Contacted
• Phone Number
• E-mail Address

Request a copy of the Stormwater Design Specifications, 
Maintenance Requirements and related forms. 

Once you have gathered the property information, and know who 
the appropriate government contact is, take time to call or e-mail 
them to find out specifically what the responsibility of the HOA is 
and to determine: 
• If there are stormwater control measures on the property,
• How they were designed and
• Request the maintenance/reporting requirements.

The most common types of stormwater control measures are: 
• Detention Ponds/Dry Ponds
• Retention Ponds/Wet Ponds
• Bio-Retention/Rain Gardens
• Permeable Pavers
• Buffers/ Riparian Areas
• Water Quality Protection Areas/Common Greenspace Areas

Your government will have specific local 
rules, regulations and ordinances. 
In addition to proper maintenance of the 
stormwater control measures, there may be 
other rules, regulations and ordinances that you 
need to know.

TO KNOW MORE ABOUT STORMWATER CONTROL MEASURES
AND THEIR REQUIREMENTS FOR YOUR HOA, FOLLOW THESE HELPFUL STEPS:
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