Bradley County Commission
Thomas Crye, Chairperson
WORK SESSION MINUTES
August 26, 2024, at 7:00p.m.
Bradley County Courthouse

Members present: Louie Alford, Daniel Beaty, Milan Blake, Chairman Thomas Crye, Scott Gilbert,
Bobby Goins, Mike Hughes, Tommy Ledford, Tim Mason, Josh Rogers, Cindy Slater, Howard
Thompson, Vice Chairman Bill Winters, and non-voting ex officio member D. Gary Davis

Members absent: Denny Collins

Chairman Thomas Crye welcomed guests and Commissioners and called the meeting to order.
Following the invocation prayed by Legacy Senior Living Chaplains Services Support Director
David Riggs, Commissioner Scott Gilbert led the Pledge of Allegiance.

REPORT FROM COUNTY MAYOR
County Mayor D. Gary Davis remembered the family of the victims of the weekend home fire.

Mayor Davis announced the Tennessee County Commissioners Association Regional Meeting is
scheduled for September 9, 2024, at the Elks Lodge at 5:30p.m.

Mayor Davis presented to the Commission for consideration a resolution authorizing the Mayor to
sell approximately 0.46 acres on the left side of the road and 0.46 acres on the right side of the
road of Bradley County property located on Stuart Road, a portion of map and parcel number 042
006.00, following public bid to Dakota Sage, a Tennessee General Partnership, for an amount of
four thousand dollars ($4,000.00). Commissioner Milan Blake placed the resolution on the
September 3, 2024, Voting Session agenda.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND/OR DISTRICTS
7" District
Commissioner Josh Rogers had no report.

Vice Chairman Bill Winters reported an enjoyable downtown car show.

Vice Chairman Winters reporting helping celebrate the retirement of Cleveland City Councilmen
Dale Hughes and Avery Johnson.

6™ District
Commissioner Tommy Ledford offered condolences to the families of the home fire and the
industrial construction accident.

Commissioner Ledford announced the Republican Party will meet in the Commission Room on
August 27, 2024, at 6:30p.m.



Commissioner Tim Mason had no report.

5t District
Commissioners Cindy Slater and Bobby Goins had no report.

4t District
Commissioners Howard Thompson and Scott Gilbert had no report.

3" District
Commissioner Milan Blake announced the Finance Committee will meet September 10, 2024, at
11:30a.m. in the Commission Room.

2"d District
Commissioner Louie Alford had no report.

15t District
Commissioners Mike Hughes and Daniel Beaty had no report.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE

*Ms. Houston requested assistance with a non-functioning fire hydrant located on her Georgia Bell
Circle property. Houston reported OUD representatives determined the hydrant does not need
repair or modification, but the Fire Department was unable to use the hydrant to fight a recent
home fire across the street from Houston. Houston stated OUD has not responded to her requests
to modify the hydrant. Chairman Crye suggested a letter be sent to OUD to request repair of the
hydrant.

*Michelle Jones, resident of District 1 and a SPCA volunteer, requested the resignation of all
current SPCA board members and questioned SPCA accounting practices specifically regarding a
cashier’s check issued to a board member for work performed at the facility. Jones reported the
facility was closed to the public for a week and noted the lack of fundraising by the Board to
provide for the care of the animals and the facility.

*Dani Womac, SPCA Volunteer Coordinator and Pet Placement Supervisor, confirmed several
employees recently quit. Woman relayed that the recipient of the cashier’s check earned the
money working as a liaison.

*Danny Britt voiced concern for the impact of large developments in the eastern part of Bradley
County on the roads and requested attention to the roadways.

*Barbara Thompson requested a traffic signal at the intersection of Benton Pike and Minnis Road
to help with the increased traffic caused by new developments. Chairman Crye requested
Commissioner Mason place the request on the next Road Committee agenda.

*Cody Burham expressed support for former SPCA Director Melissa Smith and opined social
media notice is not adequate public communication. Burham reported the facility is in disrepair and
invited Commissioners to join him in a tour the facility tomorrow at noon. Burham spoke critically of
the Board’s lack of fundraising.



*Michelle Shimpall, animal rescuer, reported former SPCA Director Smith refused to work with
rescuers and blocked them on Facebook.

*Cassie Stephens expressed support for the removal of SPCA board members. Stephens opined
the contract is funded by taxpayers and the Board should be subject to the Open Meetings Law.
Stephens provided Commissioners with photographs depicting the maintenance issues at the
facility.

*Tara Haves, SPCA volunteer, reported former SPCA Director Melissa Smith blocked the rescue
community from Facebook. Haves also agreed the facility needs immediate attention.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*Next meeting — Voting Session, September 3, at 7:00p.m., Courthouse

*Juvenile Committee August 30, at noon, Courthouse

*County offices closed September 2, in observance of the Labor Day holiday

*Finance Committee, September 10, at 11:30a.m., Courthouse

*Tennessee County Commissioners Association Regional Meeting, September 9, at 5:30p.m., Elks
Lodge

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned 8:12p.m.



