
 
Bradley County Commission 
Johnny Mull, Chairman 

WORK SESSION MINUTES 
February 10, 2020, at noon 
Bradley County Courthouse 

 
Members present: Louie Alford, Milan Blake, Vice Chairman Thomas Crye, Erica Davis, Dennis Epperson, 
Bobby Goins, Mike Hughes, Tim Mason, Chairman Johnny Mull, Charlotte Peak, Kevin Raper, Cindy Slater, 
Howard Thompson, Bill Winters 
 
Members absent: None 
 
 
Chairman Johnny Mull called the meeting to order. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner Cindy Slater, Commissioner Kevin Raper prayed the 
invocation. 
 
REPORT FROM COUNTY MAYOR 
County Mayor D. Gary Davis introduced Santek representative Aaron Elledge. Elledge provided the 
Commission an update on landfill activity since the January 27, 2020, Commission meeting: vacuum has been 
increased on all wells, two new lateral wells have been installed with plans to install three more within ninety 
days, fourteen pumps have been installed in the wells to remove water, the odor neutrality system has been 
adjusted and is operating at one hundred percent efficiency, and they have been aggressively covering the 
landfill with soil daily. Elledge reported the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
(TDEC) has been involved with the changes and voiced no concerns at the last inspection on January 30, 
2020. Elledge confirmed for Commissioner Epperson the reporting on the emissions are being done. Mayor 
Davis added TDEC officials assured him they are monitoring the landfill closely with Santek.  
 
Mayor Davis presented to the Commission for consideration a resolution in support of recommended 911 fee 
and SJR 836. Commissioner Milan Blake placed the resolution on the February 18, 2020, voting session 
agenda. 
 
Mayor Davis presented to the Commission for consideration a resolution providing authorization for the 
Mayor of Bradley County to sign a proposal with Tennessee Department of Transportation for Project 
Number State 06009-2218-14, Federal NH-60(13). Commissioner Raper placed the resolution on the 
February 18, 2020, voting session agenda. 
 
Mayor Davis presented to the Commission for consideration a resolution appointing Judicial Commissioners. 
Commissioner Bill Winters placed the resolution on the February 18, 2020, voting session agenda. 
 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND/OR DISTRICTS 
1st District 
Commissioner Dennis Epperson announced the IT Committee will meet at 10:30a.m. on Tuesday, February 
18, 2020, in the Commission conference room. 



 
 
 
Commissioner Mike Hughes had no report. 
 
2nd District 
Commissioner Louie Alford and Vice Chairman Thomas Crye had no report. 
 
3rd District 
Commissioner Milan Blake introduced State of Tennessee Department of Treasury Regional Outreach 
Specialist for the East Tennessee Region Justin Ball. Ball explained the Internal Revenue Service declared the 
Bradley County Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center does not meet the criteria to offer the 403(b) retirement 
plan currently in place for their employees. Ball reported the Treasury Department legal team is considering 
all options for the Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center including an option to pull them under the umbrella 
of Bradley County and an option to authorize them to adopt the State of Tennessee plan. Ball committed to 
notifying the County Commission of their decision. 
 
4th District 
Commissioner Charlotte Peak had no report. 
 
Commissioner Howard Thompson asked the Sheriff to opine on the drug problem in Bradley County. Sheriff 
Steve Lawson reported the number of [drug] labs in the county have decreased significantly. Sheriff Lawson 
asked Commissioners to contact him directly with any concerns in their districts. 
 
5th District 
Commissioner Bobby Goins had no report. 
 
Commissioner Slater placed on the February 18, 2020, consent agenda a motion to appoint Julie Therese 
Martinez to fill the vacant 5th district seat on the HCI Committee. 
 
6th District 
Commissioners Tim Mason and Erica Davis had no report. 
 
7th District 
Commissioner Raper asked Commissioners to consider supporting the resolution presented by the Mayor in 
support of recommended 911 fee and SJR 836. 
 
Commissioner Bill Winters applauded Bradley County Schools for sheltering in place the Junior students at 
the ACT test sites over the weekend until road conditions improved. 
 
Commissioner Winters asked the Commission to consider ways to assist the drug task force in their battle in 
our community. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS 
Commissioner Epperson placed on the February 18, 2020, voting session agenda a Request for Qualifications 
for Master Plan for Water and Sewer Services. 
 
Commissioner Peak placed on the February 18, 2020, voting session agenda a motion to approve a resolution 
declaring support for the second amendment of the United States of America. Commissioner Peak asked the 
third paragraph of the resolution presented be amended to state, òWhereas, Section 1 of the Fourteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America, working in coordination with the 5th  



 
 
 
amendment to also ensure due process rights are observed and protected, stateséó. Commissioner Winters 
cautioned the Commission the resolution should not infringe on the authority of law enforcement to perform 
their duties. Sheriff Lawson assured the Commission the department will continue to operate as it currently is 
should the resolution pass. Commissioner Hughes requested the Bradley County Amendment Sanctuary 
Petition be included in the minutes. PETITION RECORDED AS ATTACHMENT. 
 
COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE 
Elmer Earls, 156 York Circle SW, reported continuing health issues as a result of what he believes to be the 
product of the Bradley County Landfill. 
 
John Callabis, Old Parksville Road, voiced support of the resolution supporting the second amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States of America. 
 
Ed Elkins, 222 Champion Drive, expressed support of the resolution supporting the second amendment of 
the Constitution of the United States of America. Elkins also asked the Commission to endeavor to curtail 
the litter occurring within the county. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
*Chamber of Commerce, February 11, 8:30a.m., Cleveland State George R. Johnson Cultural Heritage Center 
*School Board meeting, February 13, 5:30p.m., Central Office 
*Hardeeõs check presentation to Southeast Tennessee Veterans Home Council, February 14, 8:00a.m., 
25th   Street Hardees 
*County Offices closed February 17, in observance of Presidentsõ Day 
*The next meeting is a voting session, Tuesday, February 18, at noon 
*IT Committee, February 18, 10:30a.m. in the Commission conference room 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 


